THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

four on September 26, were modest in comparison,
but the Royal Air Force had another of its days of
triumph on September 27, when the Luftwaffe lost
133 aircraft. We lost thirty-four, the pilots of sixteen
being saved. To appreciate the significance of this
and the other 'centuries' which the Royal Air Force
scored, one must bear in mind that the greatest
number of enemy aircraft destroyed on any one day
in the last war was sixty-eight (on October 30,1918).
The Few Who Saved the Many
In August and September the German air force,
the spearhead of Nazi aggression, suffered a series of
smashing defeats which impressed the whole world,
and suffered it at the hands of a numerically inferior
force. Who were the men who exacted this appalling
price from the German airmen for their trespass
upon our domain? They were and are the fine flower
of our race, and not of ours alone. They number in
their ranks gallant helpers from many lands, speak-
ing divers tongues. There are Poles among diem,
men of almost incredible audacity, there are Czechs,
some, like Josef Franzek, born killers in air combat,
there are men of all the overwhelmed nations. There
are Canadians, magnificent fighters in any com-
pany, equally renowned in our Air Force and in
their own, Australians, New Zealanders, South
Africans, men from every Dominion and Colony.
Splendid indeed has been the contribution of these
wonderful young airmen from overseas to our com-
mon victories in the air. It is not to undervalue their
v achieverpieuts to claim, nevertheless, pride of place
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